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Eligibility and Rules
1. Anyone may nominate a Thunderbird alumni entrepreneur or the Thunderbird alum entrepreneur may nomination themselves. 
2.  Nominees must be a graduate of Thunderbird School of Global Management. 
3.  Businesses with Thunderbird alum as a key partner in the businesses management/ leadership team are eligible. **Nomination must focus on the entrepreneurship skills of the Thunderbird alum.**
4.  Entrepreneur must have successfully started, managed and grown a business or substantially lead the turnaround or growth of a business or managed a larger business in a way that has demonstrated notable entrepreneurial characteristics and achievements.

5.  The entrepreneur’s involvement in the business must be for at least a 5 year time frame.

6.  Nomination form will be posted on the Thunderbird web site from May 1, 2011 to June 3, 2011 winner will be announced on or before July 1, 2011.
7.  Nominations may be submitted in either electronic (PDF) or hard copy format.
8.  Nominations must be submitted to katherine.hutton@thunderbird.edu or Katherine Hutton, Walker Center for Global Entrepreneurship, Thunderbird School of Global Management, 1 Global Place, Glendale, AZ 85306-6000 USA prior to 5PM mountain standard time, Friday, June 3,2011. 
9.  Nominations must be submitted in Arial font size 12 with 1” margins. Response to sections I, II, III and IV may not exceed 8 pages.

10.  Nominations will be judged by a panel consisting of faculty from the Walker Center for Global Entrepreneurship,  entrepreneurs and friends of the Walker Center.
Questions?

Call Katherine Hutton at 602-978-7173 or Katherine.hutton@thunderbird.edu
Winner
The 2011 Thunderbird Alumni Entrepreneur of the Year will be featured in Thunderbird Magazine and have a Case Study developed and published on the entrepreneur and the development and growth of their company. This Case Study will be taught at Thunderbird by the Walker Center Faculty in their Entrepreneurship courses.  
The winner’s Case Study will be considered for inclusion in the world’s leading 
textbook on entrepreneurship and the Case Study Clearinghouse at Thunderbird. 


2011 ALUMNI ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR NOMINATION
Possible Attachments to Nomination:

Nominee’s Bio or Resume,  Press Kit, Press Clippings, Web Articles,  Marketing Materials, Mission Statement, Business Plan, Organizational Chart, Bios of Leadership Team, List and/or Bio’s of External Board or Council members, Income Statement, etc.

I.  CONTACT INFORMATION

Name of person completing nomination:

Phone of person completing nomination:

Email of person completing nomination:

Nominee Information

Name:
Title:






Year Graduated from Thunderbird:

Phone:

Email:

Company Web Site:

Company Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:
II.  PRODUCT OR SERVICE INFORMATION

1. What is the entrepreneur’s service and/or product(s)?

2. What year was the business established? And/or, if an existing business, when did the entrepreneur take a lead management position with the business? 

3. Please list the number of full time employees for the last 5 years (2005 – 2010.)
4. Who is the business’ customer?

5. How did the entrepreneur develop the idea for the business? Or how and/or why did the entrepreneur take over the management of the company?

6. What is the market niche, strategic advantage, innovation or growth opportunities of this businesses product(s) or service?  

III.  FINANCING AND INCOME
7. How is the business structured? (Include current position and percentage of share capital as well as an outline of the legal and organizational structure) 

8. Please average net profit of the business over the last 5 years (2006 – 2010.) 
9. How did the entrepreneur finance the business initially?

10. How is the entrepreneur currently financing the business?

11. How does the entrepreneur propose to finance further growth?

IV.  LEADERSHIP

12. What are the greatest challenges the entrepreneur has faced with the business and how did the entrepreneur address these challenges?

13. What is the entrepreneur’s plan for expansion and sustainability? 

14. Does the entrepreneur have an external council or board or group to advise the entrepreneur in building/directing/planning?    
15. How do current employees, peers and/or advisors describe the entrepreneur?


Please indicate any information to be kept confidential. Thunderbird will share such confidential information only with the judges. 


JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS
Entrepreneurial Capability
Determination to be successful
Perseverance in overcoming obstacles  
Has a distinguished approach to product or service
Ability to develop and grow business 
Demonstrates the ability to be innovate and resourceful 
Possesses the capacity to differentiate the business from competitors
Financial Performance
Strength of the business’ financial performance today and over time 
Track record in raising capital
Strategies in place for sustainability
Leadership 
Creates and develops business visions into reality 
Capacity to utilize talent and knowledge
Competence in building relationships and company culture with employees
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“Each Thunderbird nominated for the Alumni Entrepreneur of the Year has a unique and intriguing story – one that captures the courage,


drive, leadership and vision it takes to build a successful venture.”





-  Scott Walker ‘81


   Walker Center for Global Entrepreneurship








1

_1291468697.bin

