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About Thunderbird:

Thunderbird is the world’s No.
I-ranked school of international busi-
ness with more than 60 years of expe-
rience in developing leaders with the
global mindset, business skills and
social responsibility necessary to cre-
ate real, sustainable value for their
organizations, communities and the
world. Dedicated to preparing students
to be global leaders and committed
global citizens, Thunderbird was the
first graduate business school to adopt

an official Professional Oath of Honor.

Thunderbird is sought out by graduate
students, working professionals and
companies worldwide seeking to gain
the leadership skills they need to suc-
ceed in today’s global economy.

For more about Dr. Nelson,
visit www.thunderbird.edu/
knowledgenetwork.
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Roy C. Nelson, Ph.D., is an associate professor of Global Studies at
R’ihunderbird School of Global Management. His knowledge of Latin
merican business practices and his field research in nearly a dozen Latin
American countries have made him a foremost expert on Latin American business

strategy. He served as academic director of Thunderbird’s former Executive MBA pro-
gram in Sdo Paulo, Brazil, 2000-2004.

Dr. Nelson has published numerous peer-reviewed journal articles in top academic
journals, as well as Latin American case studies in the Thunderbird case series that
are staples in business schools across the country. In addition to his expertise on Latin
America, Dr. Nelson is recognized as an authority in international business/govern-
ment relations, foreign direct investment and global political economy.

Dr. Nelson’s most recent book is “Harnessing Globalization: The Promotion of
Nontraditional Foreign Direct Investment in Latin America” (Penn State University
Press, 2009), based on his extensive field research in Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Costa
Rica, Singapore, and Ireland. An earlier book, “Industrialization and Political Affinity:
Industrial Policy in Brazil” (Routledge Press), is based on his field research in Brazil.

Dr. Nelson’s industry experience includes working at Pharmacia & Upjohn
Corporation in S&o Paulo, Brazil. He has also worked as a consultant for various
clients, including the World Bank and the Chilean Economic Development Agency
(CORFO). His work on behalf of CORFO has served as an introduction to his
Thunderbird students to the agency and an opportunity to work directly with senior
executives. Dr. Nelson has also been a visiting professor at the University of Memphis
and at Vanderbilt University.

At Thunderbird, he teaches courses on Global Political Economy, Regional Business
Environment: Latin America, Regional Business Environment: North America,
Foundations for Global Business Leadership in the 21st Century, and the Executive
MBA course, “Contemporary Business in Latin America.” He also teaches intensive
versions of some of his courses on location every year in Santiago, Chile; Monterrey,
Mexico; Lima, Peru; Geneva, Switzerland; and South Korea. He is the leader of the
Executive MBA Field Seminar in Chile and Peru each September, as well as another
Field Seminar in Chile, Argentina, and/or Peru in May.

Cited in a Business Week survey of former Thunderbird students as “among the pro-
fessors they enjoyed/respected the most,” Dr. Nelson is a multiple recipient of the
“Outstanding Professor” award at Thunderbird. He has given presentations to execu-
tives at many corporations, including Johnson & Johnson, Honeywell International,
Acer, LG, and Hewlett-Packard.

Dr. Nelson, who speaks English, Portuguese and Spanish, received his Ph.D. and MA
from Cornell University. He also received an MA from Yale University, while earning
his BA (with Honors) at Stanford University.

Educating global leaders who create sustainable prosperity worldwide
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